
24 Credit 
Standard 
High School 
Diploma

24 Credits

o 4 English

o 4 Math – must include Algebra 1 & Geometry

o 3 science – must include Biology

o 3 Social Studies- World History, US History, Government/Economics

o 1 HOPE 

o 1 performing/fine art/Practical Art/CTE Course

o .5 Personal Finance and Money management

o 7.5 Elective Credits

o Achieve a Passing score on ELA Grade 10 Fast 
Or concordant score on SAT, PSAT, ACT, or CLT

o Achieve a Passing score on Algebra 1 EOC or geometry EOC
Or concordant score on SAT, ACT, PSAT, or CLT

o Minimum of 2.0 unweighted GPA

o Remember- You need 2 SEQUENTIAL Years of a Foreign Language To be 
considered for admission to a University and SOME private colleges! 
These count as part of the Elective hours!

https://www.fldoe.org/file/7764/aaflyer
-2324thereafter.pdf



• Seal of Biliteracy
• Earn a standard high school diploma
• Earn four foreign language course 

credits in the same language with a 
cumulative 3.0 grade point average 
or higher or Pass the Avant 
Assessment

• Pass the ELA FAST exam 



Pathways
After High School 

• University
• State College
• Private College/University
• Trade/Technical College
• Military
• Workforce



College 
and Career  

➢College Application 
process

➢SAT/ACT/CLT Testing

➢Scholarships/Bright 
Futures Qualifications

➢Financial Aid/FAFSFA

➢Military Recruitment

➢Careers/Trades



4 Year College/ University Route?
How Many Schools Should I apply to???

Before you apply,  understand admissions criteria and where you fall on their 
scale!

Apply to 4-8 Schools

1-2 Reach Schools                    2-3 Match Schools                      1-2 Safety Schools



Do you have to 
apply knowing 

your major 
already???

Most Universities do not make admission decisions 
based on the major you select

Try to list an area of interest for advising purposes

For most schools, you can change your major 
through sophomore year

Knowing your major CAN be important when 
selecting classes and fulfilling pre-requisites!

** If you are graduating with your AA Degree - Pay 
close attention to Pre-requisite Coursework! 
You must declare your major upon entering the 
University!



Which Term DO I Apply For?

Fall- Traditional- 
but most difficult!

Summer- Online 
vs. Campus

Spring- Options 
before you begin

When Should I Apply?
• Check the school’s policies!  EARLY!!
• Pay close attention to priority 

deadlines for the colleges you want to 
appy to.

• Some Schools have set the priority 
deadline for October 15th!!

• If a school has rolling admissions, 
consider applying in October!

• CHECK YOUR EMAIL/College Portal!!!!  
Colleges will communicate with you 
this way!  



Early Action vs. Early Decision

Early Action- Non-Binding Early Decision- BINDING

Apply Early! Keep an eye on the specific deadline for 
each school!

Apply early!  Keep an eye on the specific deadline 
for each school!

Receive Receive an admission decision early in the 
admission cycle (December-February)

Receive an admission decision from the college well 
in advance of the usual notification date- usually by 
December.  

Consider/Agree Consider Acceptance offer; do not have to 
commit upon receipt

Agree to attend the college if accepted and offered 
a financial aid package that is considered adequate 
by the family

Apply You can still apply to other colleges under 
early action!

Apply to only one college as early decision; apply to 
other colleges under regular admission

Give Give the college(s) a decision no later than 
the May 1 national response date.

Withdraw Withdraw all other applications if accepted by Early 
Decision

For more information: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/apply-to-
college/facts-about-early-decision-and-early-action
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More Tips!

◦Submit the application and all 
other requirements before the 
deadline –these deadlines are firm!

◦It would be helpful to have your 
parent/guardian close by while 
filling out applications

◦Have your academic history, extra 
curricular activities, essays and 
ACT/SAT score reports with you 
while filling out the application

◦Organize yourself –put all of the 
information you need in one 
notebook/folder so that you’ll 
have it handy! Keep the usernames 
and passwords here too!  SO 
IMPORTANT!!

◦Break down the application 
process in small chunks –you don’t 
have to do it all in one day!



Application
Process!!!

Additional Information on using Xello with Common Application:

https://help.xello.world/en-us/Content/Knowledge-Base/Xello-6-

12/College-Planning/CA_Student-Integrate.htm
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- 

Log In 

Directions for 

Students

1. Go to our SJVS website:
https://www-sjvs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

2. Scroll down to the bottom of the 
page for the Clever Link

3. Click on “Xello” under “Student       
Applications”. From there, you 
should be automatically redirected 
to your Xello account. If not, enter 
your student number and typical 
district password to login.

1.   

https://www-sjvs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
https://www-sjvs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
https://www-sjvs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/




Institutional Application- 

Can be found on the College/University Website!!

▪ The university does not participate in Common or Coalition Applications

▪ You are applying to a small number of schools 

▪ Fee Waivers through SAT/ACT, email from college, etc.

Common Application:   https://www.commonapp.org/

▪ Over 800 Members

▪ Can apply to up to 20 schools

▪ Tracks important deadlines/admission criteria

▪ College application fee waivers (under profile tab)

▪ You add your school counselor to the application 

▪ (That’s me!  Patricia McElhone☺!)

▪ You must link the Common Application to your Xello Account

Which application should I use?

https://www.commonapp.org/


Common Question on Common App!
▪ College application fee waivers (under profile tab)

▪ College application fee waivers (under profile tab)



Other Tips and strategies!!

The Essay!

Write in first person!  
This is a personal 

narrative!

Think creatively about 
the topic- don’t 

restate what is on 
your application.

Create a connection.  
Show individuality and 

voice!

College Essay 
Guy/College Essay 

Advisors- Free 
Resources.  Watch 

Common App video 
about the essays!

Pay close attention to 
word and character 

requirements.

Type essays and short 
responses into word 

documents to edit and 
save!

▪ Spend time on your application!

▪ Be detailed in each section- jobs, 
extracurricular activities and community 
service.  How did these experiences shape 
you?

▪ Check your university/college portal often!

▪ Go visit the campus or attend a virtual 
presentation.

▪ Reach out to admission advisors!!!

▪ Letters of Recommendation- give the writer 
enough time to write you a great one!  “Brag 
sheets” or a resume help the recommender.  
Ask someone who knows you well. If you are 
hoping to major in Math/Science/ELA, you 
can ask a teacher who can speak about your 
amazing strengths!!



Admissions Offers/Acceptance

▪ May 1st is College Decision Day!

▪ Accept Earlier if you finalize your decision.

▪ Decline offers from other universities/colleges

▪ Pay attention to deadlines!!!

➢ Admissions Deposit

➢ Housing Deadlines and Deposits!!!!

➢ Scholarship Deadlines

➢ Special Programs- Innovation at UF, LEAD at UCF

➢ Honors Programs

Recalculated  GPA
• Most Schools/Bright Futures will recalculate the 

applicant GPA

• Core Classes:

➢ English

➢ Math

➢ Science

➢ Social Studies

➢ Academic Electives

➢ Foreign Language

➢ Some schools have other procedures as well- for 
example- using/not using weighted GPA

▪College Portals:
▪After submitting your application, most schools will email you quickly with instructions on how to access your portal.
▪Admission Decisions are posted in the online portal before you receive a letter or email!
▪You can check to make sure documents have been received and there are no holds on your admissions 
decision.



• Transcripts!

▪ Please order an Unofficial Copy for your records.  
You will need this information when you are 
applying to colleges.

▪ PLEASE review for accuracy!

▪ https://www-sjvs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/transcripts/

• All Schools require a final transcript after graduation!  If 
you are taking AP EXAMS this year, indicate the school 
you are attending on your free send!

• Make sure you have had College Board/ACT/CLT send 
official test scores if requested.

• Bright Futures need testing score reports sent to them 
as well!

• Self-reported Transcript and Academic 

Record System STARS 
• UCF- SPARK

• Report all high school coursework- including courses 
taken in middle school and repeated attempts at a 
course.

▪ List senior coursework and select “in progress” for 
grades. 

▪ List planned future coursework as well. (Ex. Dual 
Enrollment and Spring Courses.)

▪ If you edit any information, be sure to SAVE/RESUBMIT 
the STARS and click “complete”.

▪ Report any Spring Schedule Changes to the colleges 
you applied to- they don't like surprises!

https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx
https://www.ucf.edu/admissions/undergraduate/spark/


Bright Futures and FAFSA!

• Bright Futures

• Bright Futures Eligibility Criteria 

• Combine Work/Volunteer Hours!  You 
MUST submit these hours to me by May 1st 
with the district reflection sheet.

• Bright Futures Application-opens October 
1st!

• Apply even if you think you will attend an 
out of state college/university

• Send Test Scores to a state 
college/university!

• FAFSA
• FREE Application for 

Student Aid

• Available October 1st! 
Please explore other Scholarship Opportunities!  

• Xello
• SJCSD Website- SJCSD Scholarship and Financial Aid Page

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/FAS-FMS.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/FAS-FMS.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/scholarships/




SAT/ACT/CLT

SAT ACT CLT
College Board/SAT ACT Testing Classical Learning Test- New!

▪ ACT- Science is now optional!! 
▪ Be sure to register on time to avoid late fees
▪ You can submit your application and continue to send scores to Universities.  Many will 

update and superscore as they receive new information! 
▪ If you require accommodations for testing (per your IEP or 504 plan), you MUST submit 

documentation ahead of time! Remember- ACT and SAT are DIFFERENT companies.  You 
can’t use your SAT letter for an ACT test, etc.  Reach out to me if this applies to you! There 
will be deadlines to meet prior to the actual test for me to upload your documentation!  
This is usually 4-6 weeks prior to the test!

▪ Private Colleges may have their own policies and procedures!  Get to know the admissions 
teams!

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.cltexam.com/
https://www.cltexam.com/
https://www.cltexam.com/


Never taken a Dual Enrollment Class before but think you may want to take one in the Spring??l 
Ask Mrs. Mac to see if you meet the criteria.  It is not too late!

SJR State New Student Dual Enrollment Information

https://www.sjrstate.edu/dual-new-students
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